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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICIALS: 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (and  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  North  Herts.  Area): 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  B.Sc,,  D.P„H» 

Divisional  Health  Office, 
Bedford  Road,  Hit chin 
(Telephone:  Hitchin  30411) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 

WILLIAM  M»  MATHEWS,  Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Meat  and  Foods, 

San.  Science, 

Smoke  Inspection 

Additional  Inspectors: 

ROBERT  B.  BOLT,  Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Testamur  of  Inst . of  Public  Cleansing 

LEONARD  G.  STRIBLEY , Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Meat  and  Foods 


Wm.  E.  Potter,  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
Council  Offices, 

Grammar  School  Walk,  Hitchin 
(Telephone:  Hitchin  3785) 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hit chin  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  an  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1962. 

In  view  of  the  age  distribution  the  local  death  rate  is  again 
favourable  (9.8  against  9.3  in.  1961)  and  application  of  the  supplied 
comparability  factor  gives  a ’standardised'  rate  of  9,2  (England  and  Wales 
1962  - 11.9). 

The  local  birth  rate  (15.2)  again  falls  below  the  national  rate 
(l8.0).  The  local  stillbirth  rate  for  1962  was  slightly  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales  but  the  infant  mortality  figure  (8.6)  falls  much  below 
the  national  figure  (20.7). 

There  was  during  the  year  an  almost  complete  local  absence  of 
serious  infectious  disease. 

I would  again  acknowledge  having  received  from  your  chief 
officers  every  consideration  and  help  during  the  year.  In  the  compilation 
of  the  report  I would  acknowledge  the  help  of  your  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  M.  Mathews,  who  is  wholly  responsible  for  the  sections 
touching  upon  sanitary  environment. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  1963 
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SECTION  A 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

Home  Population  - Registrar-General's  estimate  for  mid-1962  . 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1963  (©std.)  .. 
Rateable  value  - 1st  April  19&3  - . . • ....  .... 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estimate  1963/A)  «... 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1Q62 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Totals 

Male 

Female 

Le gitimate 

329 

159 

170 

Illegitimate 

21 

9 

12 

350 

168 

182 

Rate  per  1,000  popula 

tion 

• « 1 • • 

Illegitimate 

live  births  per 

cent 

of  total 

live  births 

• • • • • 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

8 

2 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and 

still)  births 

• • • • • 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

358 

170 

188 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

226 

116 

110 

HIT CHIN 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 


C ompai 


f or  E, 
Wales 


15.2 


6,0 


22.3 


81,324 
23,060 
7,560 
£754,128 
£3 , 006 


.-able  rate 
igland  and 


18.0 


18.1 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


• • • 


• • • 


9»8 


11.9 
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HITCH IN  Comparable  rate 
RURAL  for  Rutland  and 
DISTRICT  Wales 

INFANT  DEATHS 


Under  1 week 
At  1 - 4 weeks 
At  4 - 52  weeks 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)..  ...  5»7  15*1 

Early  Neo--natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  5®7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  27*9 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths None 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  0.0  0.33 

Comment  on  Vital  Statistics 


...  8.6  20.7 

9.1 
0.0 


Total  Male  Female 
2 2- 

11- 
3 3- 


The  estimated  local  mid-year  population  again  shows  a small 
increase  (90). 

Total  live  births  numbered  359 » a figure  11  above  that  for  19ol,  and 
total  deaths  226  against  2l4  in  the  previous  year. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Of  the  total,  7^  were  attributed  to  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 
Diseases,  34  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  50  to  Cancer  (all  sites) 
and  3.8  to  Respiratory  Diseases.  Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus 
numbered  13  (9  males  and  4 females). 
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SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C 


Staff 


year. 


No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  administrative  staff  during  the 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

Reports  upon  treated  water  samples  taken  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water 
Company  continued  to  come  through  at  monthly  intervals  and  were  reported 
formally  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  During  1962,  191  bacteriological 
and  63  chemical  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  found  to  conform  to  the 
standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  a public  supply.  No  case  was 
found  this  year  where  a detailed  investigation  of  a defect  necessitated 
joint  action  by  the  Company  and  the  Council. 

Part  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company's  report  reads  as  follows:  - 

"(a)  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in 
quality  and  (ii)  in  quantity. 

(b)  13  chemical  and  51  bacteriological  examinations  of  raw  water 
were  made,  and  the  results  were  satisfactory  in  every  case. 

With  reference  to  treated  water,  you  will  have  received  the 
monthly  reports  from  the  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist 
which  contain  full  detai3.s. 

(c)  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumb o- solvent  action. 

(d)  ....  ..  no  cases  of  contamination  occurred. 

(e)  the  number  of  properties  supplied  is  shown  on  the  attached 
schedule  (see  page  5)»  It  is  not  possible  to  give  separate 
figures  for  those  properties  supplied  direct  from  the  mains 
and  those  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

The  estimated  population  supplied  is  22,615*  " 
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Number  of  Properties  supplied 


Parish 

No* 

Parish 

No. 

Props. 

Props. 

Ashwell 

435 

Lilley 

142 

Barkway 

163 

Newnham 

14 

Barley 

173 

Nuthampstead 

32 

By grave 

81 

Off ley 

379 

Clothall 

27 

Pirt  on 

291 

Codiccte 

633 

Preston 

95 

Graveiey 

102 

Ra dwell 

24 

Hext  on 

43 

Reed 

70 

Hinxworth 

72 

Rushden 

59 

Hoi  we  11 

147 

St . Ippollitts 

422 

Ickief ord 

339 

St. Paul's  Walden 

283 

Kelshall 

33 

San don 

147 

Kimpt  on 

46 1 

Therfield 

131 

Kings  Walden 

292 

Wallingt  on 

43 

Kneb worth 

999 

Weston 

274 

Langley 

37 

Wymondloy 

328 

Total  - 6771 

Other  samples, 

taken  by 

■ the 

Public  Health  Department 

, had  results 

shown  below  - 

No. 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

taken 

factory  factory  Doubtful 

Bulk  Supplies  from  - 

Lee  Valley  Water  Co, 

2 

2 

- 

Private  Sources 

27 

15  11 

1 

29 

17  11 

1 

Under  "Private  Sources",  failure  results  are  used  to  induce  owners  to 
connect  up  to  more  reliable  sources  of  supply,  usually  mains.  If  this 
is  not  possible,  other  remedial  measures  have  to  be  taken. 
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Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District 
but  several  enquiries  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  schools  which  were 
considering  the  installation  of  private  swimming  accommodation. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Progress  has  been  made  with  the  Council's  five  year  programme 
but  this  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  had  been  hoped.  The  schemes  for  the 
villages  of  Ickleford  and  Kimpton  have  been  the  subject  of  further  delays 
due  to  the  Contractors.  However,  new  Contractors  have  now  been  engaged 
and  it  is  hoped  that  progress  will  improve.  The  pumping  station  lifting 
the  sewage  from  Ickleford  village  to  the  Hitchin  Urban  District  Council 
works  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  approximately  half 
the  village  was  connected  to  the  new  sewers. 

Work  commenced  on  the  Breachwood  Green  village  scheme  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a satisfactory  manner.  Tenders  were  also  invited  for  the  Peters 
Green  Scheme  and  this  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  cannot 
however,  be  brought  into  use  until  the  new  sewage  works  at  Kimpton  are 
available.  A local  investigation  has  been  held  into  the  Weston  scheme  and 
it  is  hoped  that  tenders  for  this  will  be  obtained  early  in  1963*  Delays 
are  still  being  experienced  regarding  the  Codicote  and  Fulling  Mill  scheme 
due  to  the  number  of  Authorities  involved,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a local 
investigation  will  be  held  early  in  1963-  The  preliminary  details  of  the 
Graveley  sewerage  scheme  have  now  been  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry. 

Progress  in  the  five  year  programme  as  regards  these  schemes 
being  carried  out  by  the  Department  is  up  to  schedule,  but  in  view  of  the 
pressure  of  work  involved  in  the  Council's  other  activities  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  this  progress. 


Public  Cleansing  Service 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

For  another  year,  good  service  has  been  given  by  the  men  on  this 
duty.  The  staff  position  has  kept  up  very  well  and  no  serious  difficulty 
in  recruitment  has  occurred,  although  the  sickness  absence  of  one  man  for 
a long  period  acted  as  a continuous  complication  to  the  makjng  of  plans. 
Without  doubt,  the  coming  of  the  five-day  week  in  January  196.1  was  of 
some  help  in  dealing  with  staff,  but  the  greatest  factor  in  retaining  men 
is  the  five  to  six  hours  per  week  overtime^,  that  helps  to  weight  their 
pay  packets. 
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In  mid-year,  the  Public  Cleansing  Foreman,  Mr.  H.  Peet,  took 
another  post  - with  Luton  Corporation  - and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  C.  Boyden, 
from  the  Borough  of  M or  ley. 

The  year  saw  the  sale  of  JRO  l8l  (10  cu.yd.  side-loading  Dennis 
1948  vehicle)  in  October  and  WUR  231  (Foreman's  Austin  Ao40  Van  1956)  in 
December.  In  May,  a new  Dennis  Paxit  Major  was  received  and  its  load  of 
25/28  cu.yds.  has  been  a principal  factor  in  improving  the  efficiency  of 
collection  (see  the  figures  of  loads  and  weights  below).  The  new  Foreman's 
Van  is  a smaller,  lighter  van  of  the  Austin  Ae35  design,  which  was  thought 
now  to  be  more  appropriate  to  his  needs. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  because  of  fierce  snowfall,  the 
refuse  collection  system  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  number  of  days  lost  was 
such  that  the  collection  routines  had  to  be  re-started  one  week  behind  the 
original  schedules.  The  interesting  feature  about  this  is  that,  despite 
many  difficulties  of  staff  shortage,  vehicle  breakdowns  and  other  things, 
the  system  had  never  been  so  disrupted  since  its  inception  in  1948. 

Tipwork  continued  to  be  attended  satisfactorily  by  the  tip 
tractor.  No  additional  tips  could  be  obtained  during  the  year  despite 
every  endeavour.  This  is  a serious  problem  that  will  have  to  be  solved 
very  soon  as  space  for  tipping  is  becoming  very  tight. 


The  figures  relating  to  the  work  performed  are  shown  below  - 
Re  fuse  Collected 


Year 

No.  of 

Appr  ox . we  i ght  of  all 

Vehicle 

Loads 

materials  collected 

mileage 

(inc.  Foreman 

I960 

2336 

4216  tons 

57,740 

1961 

2148 

4214  " 

62,769 

(one  Paxit) 

1962 

1957 

4796  " 

52,877 

(two  Paxits) 

Salvage  Despatches 


The  salvage  market  hit  another  of  its  depressed  periods  and  limit- 
ations upon  despatches  restricted  activities  in  this  direction.  As  the 
year  ended  however,  there  were  more  hopeful  signs  that  1963  might  provide 
more  agreeable  reading  - 


1960 

1961 

1962 


112  tons  collected  and  sold 

ppCp  *1  It  II  II 

g-J  II  II  It  II 


£924.  2.  8d. 
£973-15*  5d. 
£688. 13. lid. 


If 


?! 


?? 


?! 
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Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night-soil  Collection 

The  third  (and  spare)  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  once  more  enabled 
the  peak  period  (March  to  July)  to  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  and  did  a 
lot  of  useful  work  at  other  times  also.  The  weekly  pail  collection  service 
was  continued  to  those  properties  where  the  occupiers  were  incapacitated  or 
where  disposal  land  was  inadequate,  A considerable  increase  in  this  work 
occurred  as  properties  in  the  villages  of  Barkway  and  Hexton  were  added 
after  consideration  by  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

The  following  figures  briefly  summarise  the  work  performed  - 


Number  of  cesspools  emptied  at  - 


Houses 

in  private 

Loads 

ownership 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

Year 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emptied 

I960 

919 

472 

21 

123 

746 

5197 

1961 

961 

477 

20 

118 

785 

5284 

1962 

1000 

466 

18 

119 

777 

5973 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  Joint  Pests  Control  Scheme  with  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council 
continued  to  operate  with  satisfactory  results  and  the  rodent  operator, 

Mr.  J.  Knapton,  pursued  his  duties  with  keen  interest. 

Warfarin  5 was  used  for  most  of  the  year  as  against  Warfarin  1 in 
previous  years.  Although  No. 5 costs  about  8/-  per  hundredweight  more,  it 
was  thought  that  less  material  could  be  used  and  a reduced  number  of  visits 
be  made.  Results  shown  seem  to  have  supported  this  line  of  thought  and 
Warfarin  5 is  now  in  permanent  use. 

A lot  of  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  new  rodenticide  1080 
(sodium  fluoracetate)  and  108l  (sodium  flu or acetamide ) . The  Public  Health 
Committee  considered  these  and  Authorised  the  use  of  108l  in  suitable 
situations.  This  work  is  experimental  and  it  is  anticipated  that  its  scope 
will  be  increased  during  1963. 

During  the  year,  opinions  were  given  to  the  Rural  District  Councils 
Association  upon  the  Cruel  Poisons  Act  1962. 

Several  very  heavy  infestations  came  to  light,  and  the  treatments 
provided  generally  seemed  to  give  every  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  as  follows:- 
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SUMMARY  FOR  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st  1962 


N U M 

3 E R OF 

HOURS 

WORKE 

D - 

DISTRICT 

1 

SEWERS 

TIPS  ETC. 

PRIVATE 

DWELLINGS 

BUS. 
PREMS . 

BLOCK 

INSP. 

AGRIC . 
LAND  ETC. 

TOTAL 

HITCHIN 

R.D.C. 

95 

695/4 

306 

129/2 

3 

3204 

1549/2 

WELWYN 

R.D.C. 

13* 

95/4 

83/4 

26/4 

- 

32 

250 

108?4 

789/2 

389/4 

156/4 

3 

352)4 

1799/2 

Other  figures  - 

Total  mileage 
covered 
Petrol  used 
Approx.  M.P.G.- 


11,652 

268/2  gals, 

43.4 


Tims  spent  on  vehicle  maint 
receiving  instructions, 
reports  on  visits,  bait 
handling  etc. 

Total  hours  worked 


3304 


2130/4 
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Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  visits  made  and  inspections 
performed.  The  use  of  Statutory  procedure  continues  to  be  kept  to  the 
essential  minimum.  The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all  purposes 
was  3691,  detailed  as  follows  in  comparison  with  the  year  1961  - 


General  Sanitation  etc. 

1961 

1962 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  .... 

• a 

• • 

• a 

115 

46 

Drainage  . . ....  ....  .... 

• • 

• 0 

a a 

406 

585 

Cowsheds,  Stables  and  Piggeries  .... 

• « 

a • 

a a 

26 

46 

Ponds  and  Ditches  . . ....  .... 

• • 

0 • 

a a 

26 

28 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  (inc.  Caravan  Sites 

etc . 

Act 

I960) 

286 

223 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers 

• . 

• • 

a 0 

73 

136 

Bakehouses  . ....  ....  .... 

• • 

• « 

a a 

3 

8 

Licensed  Premises  . . ....  .... 

• • 

• 0 

46 

36 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (including  Salvage) 

242 

331 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  .... 

a a 

• 0 

a a 

118 

330 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  .... 

• a 

e o 

a a 

5 

40 

schools  * • • * ••••  • • a • 0 • • • 

a • 

a a 

a a 

8 

9 

Sh.  op  (3  • • 0 • 0 0 • • 0 • « • 

• 0 

0 • 

a 0 

84 

45 

Petroleum  Regulations  ....  .... 

• • 

« e 

161 

205 

Noise  Nuisances  ....  ....  .... 

• « 

a • 

a a 

42 

14 

National  Assistance  Act  (Burial  of  the  Dead) 

a a 

- 

13 

Miscellaneous  visits  ....  .... 

• • 

a a 

. . 

85 

35 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act  - visits  paid  .... 

• a 

a a 

a a 

a a a a 

518 

773 

Housing  Acts  - M " 

a « 

• a 

. . 

a a 

a a a a 

1035 

540 

Filthy  or  Verminous  premises  - visits 

paid 

• 

a a 

a a 

a a a a 

16 

28 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  .... 

• • 

♦ a 

a a 

a a 

a a 0 a 

22 

20 

Infectious  Diseases  etc. 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

• • 

a 0 

a a 

a a a e 

10 

19 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ....  .... 

« a 

• • 

a a 

a a 

a a a a 

5 

3 

Food  Poisoning  ....  ....  .... 

• • 

a a 

a a 

a a 

a a 0 a 

- 

6 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  (inc.  inspection 

of  premises) 

Slaughterhouses  (inc.  proposed  slaughterhouses) 

43 

14 

Butchers  . . ....  ....  .... 

• • 

2? 

21 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  .... 

, , 

12 

4 

Poultry  and  Egg  Packing  Stations 

8 

16 

Food  Preparing  premises  ....  .... 

• 0 

e 0 

4 

17 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  .... 

a e 

36 

27 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  .... 

• a 

9 

4 

Ice-Cream  premises  . ....  .... 

a a 

37 

22 

Restaurants . ....  ....  .... 

a • 

7 

16 

Visits  re  Mobile  Shops  ....  .... 

• 0 

1 

5 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  . . .... 

a a 

27 

26 

33^3  3691 


The  work  has  been  continued  of  dealing  with  the  sub-standard  properties,  and  in 
the  same  way  as  in  other  years.  There  is  a tremendous  market  for  old  country 
cottages  capable  of  modernisation,  and  the  department  has  encouraged  fully  and 
advised  upon  any  re -conditioning  project  that  was  really  worthy  of  support. 
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SECTION  D 
Housing 

On  the  31st  December  1962,  the  number  of  applications  on  the  Council's 
waiting  list  for  accommodation  was  469,  a decrease  of  11  over  the  previous  year. 

During  1962,  154  new  applications  were  registered  and  165  deleted  from 
the  lists.  Eighty-five  applicants  were  re-housed  and  80  were  cancelled,  either 
at  the  applicant's  request  or  because  of  the  failure  of  applicants  to  re-register 
and  to  reply  to  enquiries  as  to  whether  they  still  needed  accommodation. 

The  Council  have  pursued  their  policy  of  transferring  families  from  one 
type  of  house  to  another  of  more  suitable  size.  Elderly  couples  and  people 
living  alone  in  three-bedroom  houses  have  been  re-housed  in  bungalows,  thus 
making  available  these  houses  for  larger  families. 

New  Houses  etc. 

The  number  of  private  dwellings  provided  by  new  construction  during  the 
year  was  56.  The  number  of  houses  provided  for  the  Council  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1962  was  58. 

During  the  year  tenders  were  received  and  work  commenced  on  the  con- 
struction of  Old  Persons'  Flatlets  in  the  village  of  Knebworth,  which  block 
contains  community  facilities  and  Warden's  accommodation.  Tenders  we re  also 
received  for  the  erection  of  twenty-four  2-bedroom  flats  in  Knebworth.  Site 
preparation  works  were  carried  out  in  other  villages  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
tenders  will  be  received  for  the  erection  of  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  in 
Ashwell  early  in  1963 • 

1 

Work  also  proceeded  on  the  modernisation  of  the  Council's  1919  and  1924 
house;;,  but  owing  to  staffing  difficulties,  progress  was  not  as  rapid  as  the 
programme  envisaged. 

Car avan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960 

A further  twelve  months  of  operating  this  Act  brought  satisfactory 
progress,  although  some  persons  who  were  awarded  licences*,  showed  reluctance 
in  meeting  the  conditions  associated  therewith.  During  1963,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  put  some  pressure  upon  these  folk,  and  if  circumstances  so  require, 
for  reports  to  be  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 


SECTION  E 
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Food 


(a)  Slaughterhouses 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  Council's  district. 
Notification  was  received  in  June  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  was  prepared  to  issue  a slaughterhouse  licence  in  respect  of  a new 
building  to  be  erected  at  Five  House  Farm,  Ther field.  This  caused  some 
surprise  as  the  area  is  in  the  depths  of  the  countryside  and  is  without  any 
main  drainage.  However,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  nothing  had  happened  by 
way  of  building  activity. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

As  stated  in  the  Report  for  1961,  meat  inspection,  as  a regular 
commitment,  ceased  after  June  1961. 


Information  regarding  food  premises  in  the  district  is  given  below:  - 


Type  of  Business 


No.  in  District 


Grocers  and  Confectioners  ........ 82 

Butchers  (inc.  cooked  meats)  l6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 9 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  3 

Fried  fish  shops  1 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners  7 

Confectioners  5 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Catering  establishments  ...  12 

Public  Houses  73 

Off-licence  7 

Brewers  and  Manufacturers  of  Mineral  Waters  2 

Dairies  (producer/retailers)  2 

Other  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  10 

Egg  packing  station  1 

Poultry  packing  stations  k 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955  for  the  Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream,  but  there  are  86  establish- 
ments that  are  registered  for  the  sale  thereof.  Under  the  heading  of  the 
"Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  etc."  39  premises  are  regis- 
tered of  which  10  are  not  now  in  active  use.  There  were  approximately  40 
inspections  of  registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 


The  work  of  inspection  and  recommendation  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  etc.  continues,  including  the  examination  of  Plans  submitted. 

There  are  four  poultry  producing  and  packing  establishments  in  the 
district,  and  early  in  the  year  the  Department  were  called  in  by  one  of  them 
to  inspect  a large  number  of  chickens  which  were  emaciated  and  unfit  for  food. 
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It  is  believed  that  due  to  the  failure  of  the  soya  bean  crop,  ground  peanuts 
were  used  as  a substitute  in  the  chicken  feed.  This  substitute,  we  are  told, 
produces  a fungus  which  is  poisonous  under  certain  conditions,  and  when  fed 
to  the  birds  they  either  died  as  a result  of  eating  the  food,  or  they  abstained 
and  were  emaciated. 

Some  of  the  better  chickens  were  sent  up  to  Smithfield  and  were 
inspected  there  by  the  City  of  London  inspectors,  with  whom  we  worked  in  close 
liaison. 

In  all,  14,723  birds,  weighing  6 tons  9 cwts.  72  lbs.  were  condemned 
for  this  reason,  in  addition  to  other  poultry  weighing  15  cwts.  65  lbs.  which 
was  condemned  for  refrigeration  spoilage  or  decomposition  as  a result  of  the 
cold  storage  facilities  breaking  down. 

The  routine  inspection  of  general  foodstuffs  continued,  and  the 
quantity  of  food  condemned  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  - 

Tons  Cwts . J^trs.  Lbs . Ozs . 


Poultry  7 5 - 25 

Pork - 1 

Veal  - - - 27  8 

Tinned  Food - - 1 13  12 

Sugar  - - - 2 


76  3 12  4 


Now  that  meat  inspection  has  ceased  for  the  present,  most  condemned 
goods  are  disposed  of  at  refuse  tips  where  they  can  be  over-tipped  and  covered 
at  once . 

(c)  Milk 

The  issue  of  licences  for  the  sale  of  Designated  milks  is  now  taken 
over  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  The  number  of  Dairies  registered 
remains  at  2. 

(d)  Food  Poisoning 

There  was  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  in  the  District  during  the  year 
(see  Section  F). 

(e ) Factories  Acts  1937-19 59 

Information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  given 
in  the  Table  that  follows. 

An  additional  number  of  69  visits  were  made  to  factory  premises, 
mainly  in  connection  with  smoke  nuisances,  storage  of  petroleum  etc. 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


No.  on 

Number 

of  - 

PREMISES 

Reg- 

ister 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Secs,  1,2 

3*. 4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

. 11 

- .. 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec ,,7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

118 

57 

- 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 

Outworkers'  premises) 

7 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL  



136 

i 

58 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  found 

Referred  - 

No.  of 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Pr osec- 

F ound 

Remedied 

Inspec. 

Inspec . 

utions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

- 

— 

^ , 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

_ 

— , 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

of  floors 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

.. 

_ 

__ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
de fective 

4 

4 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (excl. Out work. ) 

TOTAL  

6 

6 

- 

2 

- 

Outworkers.  There  are  26  Outworkers  reported  in  the  District,  employed  on 
the  making  of  "wearing  apparel". 
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SECTION  F 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  ether  DisongeR 

\ 

For  the  year  1962  totals  of  acute  infectious  diseases  notified 
(after  correction)  were:  Measles  6l,  Scarlet  fever  21 , Vtfhooping  Cough  6, 
Acute  pneumonia  2,  Paratyphoid  fever  1,  Food  Poisoning  1 and  Puerperal 
pyrexia  1. 

Measles  cases  were  scattered  but  scarlet  fever  cases  were  located 
mainly  in  the  Barley  / Barkway  district  in  the  first  two  quarters. 

The  paratyphoid  case  had  its  source  of  infection  in  Canada.  The 
one  case  of  notified  food  poisoning  (Salmonella  Newington)  in  the  family  of 
a cow-man  had,  as  its  probable  source,  imported  animal  feeding  stuffs,  though 
bacteriological  proof  was  not  obtained;  one  other  (healthy)  carrier  was 
located  in  the  family. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  early  Spring  months  the  Bradford  outbreak  had  consider- 
able impact  in  North  Herts.,  with  follow-up  of  remote  contacts,  a general 
increased  acceptance  of  primary  vaccination,  and  the  special  protection  of 
health  service  personnel  likely  to  make  the  first  contact  with  any  intro- 
duction of  that  disease  into  the  area.  Public  concern  and  alarm  also  lead 
to  a great  volume  of  work  connected  with  certificates  for  persons  proceeding 
abr  oad . 

Immunisation 

The  standard  use  of  a TRIPLE  antigen  - against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  - continues  available  for  infants  from  both  welfare  centres 
.io  1 practitioners,  with  a general  high  rate  of  acceptance  and  remarkable 
freedom  from  complaints  of  reaction.  A "booster"  dose  against  diphtheria 
and  tetanus  - omitting  the  whooping  cough  fraction  - continues  on  offer  at 
the  time  of  infant  school  entry  and  is  widely  accepted. 

Against  anterior  poliomyelitis,  in  the  early  Summer  the  Ministry 
of  Health  offer  of  one  dose  of  ORAL  (SABIN)  vaccine  was  made  available  to 
all  children  of  primary  school  age  previously  vaccinated  with  SALK  vaccine, 
issued  in  schools  on  a lump  of  sugar.  Since  then,  the  ORAL  vaccine,  in  3 
doses  at  4 - 6 weeks  interval,  has  been  almost  generally  adopted  for  infant 
immunisation  in  North  Herts.,  to  give  a probably  more  lasting  and  permanent 
type  of  immunity  than  the  previous  injections  of  SiiLK  vaccine.  Essentially 
an  attenuated  living  vaccine  given  by  mouth  has  replaced  a killed  virus  giver 
by  injection. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  1962 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-Re  spirat  ory 
Mo  F. 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-Re  spirat  ory 

M.  F. 

0-1 

2-5 

5-15 

: ; 

- 

““  ““ 

15  - 25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

- 

- 

35  - ^5 

1 

1 

^5  - 55 

1 

- 

1 

1 

55  - 65 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

65  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

Not  known 

- 

_ . 

TOT  AES 

^ 1 

j 

- 1 

1 



Comment 

Totals  of  notified  cases  for  the  year  are  seen  to  be  fairly  low, 
with  age  distribution  mainly  among  middle-aged  and  elderly  groups. 

In  addition,  inward  transfers  to  the  local  register  from  other 
areas  numbered  2 notifications  (respiratory  forms). 

Only  one  (male)  death  was  credited  to  the  district  for  the  year, 
from  a respiratory  form  of  disease. 


V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  1965 


